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been in the past one of its greatest merits, and may be 
so still. Nearly all international controversies are clearly 
two-sided. A method which allows the spirit of give 
and take is, under certain conditions of prejudice and 
distrust, much more likely to succeed — it is certainly 
much more likely to be used — than a hard and fast 
system which aims only at strict justice, and not at all to 
bring the parties into more friendly relations with each 
other. From this very fact arbitration has been a much 
better way of disposing of disputes in the past than a 
strict court of justice could possibly have been. Indeed) 
no international court of justice has been possible till 
now, if indeed the time is yet fully ripe for it. 

The mission of arbitration is not yet by any means 
ended. If a regular international court of justice were 
set up at the present time the governments would almost 
certainly, in many instances, resort to the arbitration 
tribunal at The Hague rather than to the court of justice. 
When the latter is inaugurated, as all pacifists hope will 
be the case in the near future, the two tribunals will 
probably operate side by side for several decades before 
the more perfect one finally supplants the other. 

That method of settling international differences is 
best for the time which works the best and does most to 
bring the nations into that attitude of mutual respect, 
trust and fellowship out of which will spring that close 
federation among them which must lie back of any 
permanently successful system of judicial settlement of 
controversies. 

The whole international peace movement is leading 
straight, and we all hope rapidly, toward a permanent 
high court of justice, but we shall not in any way hasten 
its coming by undervaluing and speaking slightingly of 
that system of arbitration which has been so remarkably 
successful in the past, and of whose evolution the court 
of justice itself is to be the final term. 



The Nobel Peace Prize. 

On the tenth of last month, the anniversary of the birth 
of the founder, the Nobel Peace Prize was awarded to 
the International Peace Bureau at Berne. 

This is the tenth year that this great prize has been 
conferred. It has been awarded to those in different 
countries who have contributed in some conspicuous way 
to the cause of international goodwill and peace. It 
has gone to France, Great Britain, the United States, 
Italy, Austria, Switzerland, Belgium, Denmark and Swe- 
den. Twice it has been awarded to societies, the first 
time to the Institute of International Law, and this time 
to the Peace Bureau. 

The International Peace Bureau was founded in 1891, 
at the time of the third International Peace Congress 



held at Rome in November of that year. It was chiefly 
through the influence of the late Hodgson Pratt of Lon- 
don, founder of the International Arbitration and Peace 
Association, that the Bureau was established. The pur- 
pose of its creation was that it might serve as a bond of 
union among the various peace organizations, as the agent 
for the execution of the conclusions of the peace con- 
gresses, and for the preparation of the programs of these 
congresses ; in a word, to act as a general clearing house 
for the peace movement. The Bureau publishes a semi- 
monthly bulletin, under the name of the Correspondance 
bi-mensuelle. 

Though the Bureau has been much hampered for lack 
of funds, it has done excellent service, and has grown 
from year to year in the estimation of the peace workers. 
It was for many years under the able and wise direction 
of Mr. Elie Ducommun, secretary of the Jura-Simplon 
Railway system, and is now under that of Dr. A. Gobat, 
of the Swiss National Parliament, who succeeded Mr. 
Ducommun in the secretaryship. The first president of 
the Bureau was Hon. Fredrik Bajer, leader of the peace 
forces of Denmark, recipient of the Nobel Prize in 1908. 
The present president is Senator La Fontaine of Brussels, 
one of the foremost pacifists of Europe. 

The Bureau is incorporated under the laws of Swit- 
zerland, and is controlled by a commission, or standing 
committee, of some thirty-five persons, from different 
countries, chosen at the annual meeting. Among the 
members of the commission are four from this country : 
Prof. Samuel T. Dutton of Columbia University, Mrs. B. 
A. Lock wood of Washington, Edwin D. Mead and 
Benjamin F. Trueblood of Boston. 

The peace workers in different countries are very glad 
that this central organization has been thus honored. 
With the Nobel fund of nearly $40,000 at its command, 
in addition to the subsidies that are annually voted to it 
by four or five parliaments and the contributions of a 
number of individuals, the Bureau will be able to do 
much greater and more effective service than it has ever 
yet been able to accomplish. 



Editorial Notes. 



The President's 
Message. 



In his message sent to Congress on the 
6th of December, President Taft spoke 
most hopefully of our foreign relations. 
These relations have continued upon a basis of friendship 
and good understanding. The year has been notable 
as witnessing the settlement of two important controver- 
sies by the Hague Court, the fisheries dispute between 
the United States and Great Britain and the Orinoco 
Steamship Company controversy between this country 
and Venezuela. As to the transformation of the Prize 
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Court into an international court of arbitral justice, as 
proposed by Secretary Knox, he says that the replies 
received from various powers " inspire the hope that this 
may be accomplished within the reasonably near future." 
In regard to the Commission on Limitation of Armaments, 
etc., authorized at the last session of Congress, the Presi- 
dent says that before appointing the commissioners he has 
invited and is awaiting the expressions of foreign govern- 
ments as to their willingness to cooperate with us in the 
creation of similar commissions, to meet with ours and 
by joint action make their work effective. Several im- 
portant treaties have been negotiated with Great Britain 
the past year, one for the arbitration of pecuniary claims, 
soon to be submitted to the Senate for ratification, one 
for the location of the boundary line between this country 
and Canada in Passamaquoddy Bay, and another for the 
apportionment of certain of the boundary waters. In a 
wide survey of our relations with other countries the 
President finds much ground for gratification. We regret 
very much that he has seen fit again to approve of the 
recommendation of the Navy Department that two new 
battleships be built this year. Still more to be regretted 
is his approval of the fortification of the Panama Canal- 
The President's general position on the arbitration of all 
disputes, the completion of the Hague institutions, the 
maintenance of cordial trustful relations with other coun- 
tries, puts him logically among the number of those who 
hold that our navy is already large enough and that the 
fortification of the Panama Canal will be an inexcusable 
blunder. If the President would put himself where he 
clearly belongs on these matters, as he has so bravely done 
on the subject of war-scares, he might easily do for the 
relief of the world from the burden and curse of arma- 
ments what no other living public man has the power 
and the opportunity to do. 



In a lecture at the University of Chi- 

on a japa"" rr ' 8 ca S° on " The Ja P an of T °- da y>" on De- 
cember 7, Bishop M. C. Harris, who has 

resided for thirty-five years in the Far East, declared 
that war between this country and Japan was the most 
remote of possibilities. " My confidence in the future," 
he said, " is not the valor of ignorance. I base my pre- 
diction that Japan and America will remain friendly to 
each other on the policy which the United States has 
maintained in the Far East. Fifty years of American good- 
will have made even so much as preparation for war with 
Japan unnecessary. How any man who knows Amer- 
ica's relation to the Japanese, and how little the gunboat 
and the soldier have played in that relation, can think 
that now is the time to meet them as anything but neigh- 
bors is a mystery to me." And it is a mystery to every- 
body else except the Jingo. He finds in the Japanese 



mind things which do not exist there, and never can 
exist there, unless America turns traitor to all her past 
dealings with Japan. All the men who know Japan 
write in the same strain as Bishop Harris, and yet there 
are men in Washington and elsewhere who are contin- 
ually calling for more and bigger armaments against this 
best friend of ours amongst the nations ! The Japanese, 
we are glad to know, have too much sense to listen to them. 



The Southern and the Northern Cali- 
Peace sections f rnia Teachers' Associations this year took 

Teachers' , . . 

Associations. a new departure at their annual conven- 
tions and had a Peace Section as a regular 
part of the program. This section was a great success 
in both cases. Robert C. Root, Pacific Coast Represen- 
tative of the American Peace Society, had prepared the 
programs for the meetings. At the Los Angeles Con- 
vention he presided at the Peace Section and made an 
address on the outlook for world peace. Other addresses 
were made by Arthur H. Chamberlain and Rev. M. S. 
Hughes. The auditorium was crowded and great interest 
was manifested by the teachers present. A number of 
them made themselves members of the Southern Cali- 
fornia Peace Society. Some of the teachers pronounced 
the peace program the best part of the whole Convention. 



Peace Sunday 
Observance. 



It has been impossible to get accurate 
information as to the number of churches 
and ministers who observed the 18th of 
December last as Peace Sunday. Bat from letters re- 
ceived and from newspaper items we readily infer that 
the observance of the day has been much more general 
this season than ever before. The Southern churches in 
particular went further than heretofore in attention to 
the object of the day. In some places all the ministers 
of the community preached sermons on the subject. In 
other localities union meetings of several churches were 
held in the interests of the cause of peace. The sermons 
in general, likewise, seem to have been marked by a tone 
of deeper conviction of the imperativeness of peace and 
a stronger faith in its final triumph than has usually been 
the case. We hope to print hereafter some of the 
sermons delivered on Peace Sunday. It is one of the 
most encouraging signs of the time that the ministers of 
the Gospel of the Prince of Peace are finally coming to 
feel the full weight of the responsibility that rests upon 
them to help in eradicating the spirit of war and setting 
up the kingdom of goodwill and peace in the earth. 



The American Peace Society needs largely increased 
resources to meet the demands of its enlarged work, and 
generous contributions are solicited from all friends of 
the cause. 



